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"The statistics of population and schools on
which the estimate, was based may not, as
pointed out by Sir Philip, be sufficient arid
reliable enough to warrant the estimate given

by Mr. Adam in figures........    But this

circumstance does not disprove his general
conclusion that an extensive system of vill-
age schools existed in his time, a hundred
years ago. It cannot be summarily rejec-
ted as far from the truth by Indians who
know well that in pre-British times the school-
master was a necessary member of every
well-organized village community and was
as indispensable to it as its headman, account-
ant and watchman. In a country where the
.schoolmaster held such a status and where a
substantial portion of the population, the
whole of the Brahmin community, the priest-
ly class, regarded it as their sacred duty to
impart knowledge to the people and imparted
it gratis to all who sought it at their houses
rather than in public schools, education could
not but be widespread."1

There does not seem to be any doubt that

1 K. S* Vakil, Education in India, pp. 87-88.